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The
Loadmaster
seating in the
rear is
fantastic. It
fook me no
mare than five
mintes to
__ extract the four
place rear
seating
arrangement
and put it
in the pod.
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The Bar-B-Que Challenge

The debut of the [eadmasfer is now
higtory. Sun N' Fun was a great show for the
Eypress and new builders have been added to
the Exgeess builder family. Within a few shon
hours after returning to Redmond, the pace
Was again increased with ocur move D new
facilities. During this process, we fook
advantage of Pat Smith's offer and brought him
down to Redmond to help in identifying and
classifying the parts invantory as it was being
moved. For those of vou who don't know Pat
Smith, he did all of the metal machine wark far
WTILL

After Pat and Barbara spent 3 days
gaing avar thea inventory and drawings, wea had
a much better picture of what was current, what
was obsolete and which drawings were the
current drawings used in production at the timea
of shut-down., Although we had already
prograssed beyond this process, there weare a
few cods & ends which were indeterminable
and Pais’ presence helped confirm  our
directian.

On returning Pat and Barbara to
Tacoma Marrows Airport in the Loadmaster, it
was a somewhat eene fealing to taxi past the
old factory with the faded Wheeler logo stil
faintly exposed on the hangar wall.

Enough deja vu, this story starts with
the need to purchase a gas barbecus. In
Oregon, as in California. Washington and
other states, thera are discount stores called
"warahouse stares" (Pace, Price Club, Costoo,
etc.) In the Central Oregon area thers
currently 15 na such place, although Costco is
coming to Bend in August. Costeo has the bast
price on gas bar-b-gues, but they are three
howrs away from Redmond 2o an all-day trip
would need to be planned o save forty-five
dollars. The forty-five dollar savings is certainly

nab worth the cost of an airplane trip either,
unkess you happen to be traveling in that
diractian.

| decided to drop in at Flightcraft in
Porland on my way back from Tacoma and
sea if a gas barbecua could fit in the Sxgeess.
Mind you, many times | have made a supply
run into Portland with my Twin Comanche,
{soon to be former Twin Comanche), bought
mucho supplies end semi-bulky itams only to
find | gither had to leave packing boxes bahind
andior the actual supplies themssebves. | knew
thare was no way | was going to get thet gas
barbecus Into e Twin Lomancha.

When | could barely fit the barbecus
into Flightcraft's van, | started to get that
sickening feeling again that, like my appetite
at fimes, my eyes weare bigzar than the cargo
space of my airplana. The férsaating
in the rear is fantastic. i took ma na mara than
five minutes to extract the four-place rear
seating arrangement and put it into the pod. It
took forty-minutes to remove the front seat
Thiz front seat amangement has o be
changed for instances just such as this. Josl
Biggs down in Florida has modified his front
seats so they hinga down and fold almost fiat
against the bottom of the seat. This is & great
idea and we are incaorporating It on the new
demao.

At any rate, here | am upside down
with my head down on the co-pilots floor trying
o get to those seal attachment bolts and an
aldery gentleman comes up to the side of the
girplane and says, "Mighty fine looking
airplane”. | zaid "Thanks" and he asked if he
could help in anyway. | told him | thought | had
it undar coniral, but thanks anyway. A few
minutes went by and he was siill standing by

{(Continued On Page 6)



The cargo pod
is far more
than just a

place to cram

baggage and
cargo, It Is a
whole new way
to adjust the
weight and
balance of the

Express.

Notes From Our Tech Director

The Exgeess Loadmaster is a sterling
example of the versatility of the basic Exgreas
Alrcraft design. To create the Losdmasfer we
first considered the structural criteria and
found a few areas neaded attention (maosily
landing gear). The next area investigated was
the flight test criteria which is ongoing. at this
fime.

The heart of the Loadmarfer is wwo
basic itermns. The first major componant of the

i the 12 cubic feet cargo pod
which is roughly & long, 3' wade, and 11 1/2"
deep with a 38" long full depth door, The
cargo pod is far more than just a place io cram
baggage and cargo, it is a whole new way o
adjust the weight and balance of the Sxgeess.
The major portion of the cargo pod s at or
farward of the aircraft center of gravity so
mast of the iterns placed in the cargo pod tend
to shift the center of gravity forward, H is
conceivable that the cargo pod loading cauld
place the aircraft center of gravity well ahead
of the acceptable forward C.05, limit, howewer,
this allows the Loadmasfer to be loaded
aggressivaly in the aft cabin to bring the C.G.
back within-acoeptabie limits.

Until recently, wvery few people
realized that the Exseess cabin volume
(usable) was parhaps the largest of all kit
planes. Cabin volume can be both a blessing
ar & curse. The blessing is that the cabin may
be large enough to haul large heavy loads,
however, the average light aircraft becomes
loaded o aft C.G. guickly when loaded,
Certified aircraft have in the past utilized
forward baggage compartments to allow
forward loading of cargo/baggage to balance
the potential of aft cabin loads. Cessna
utllized forward mounted belly pods on
various utility models [(C-206, C-188, C-337
alc.).

The nearly 11" long cabin of the
Express was a paradox that just begged for a
belly pod to allow substantial aft cabin
loading, Obviously the Cessna wtility pod was
not of sufficient contour to allow installation on

the Exgress 50 we built & very streamiined pod
that most people agree fits the Sxgeeas very

well. Flight tests confirm that the pod iz indeed
quite streamlined since the fop speed of

NS40ED test Exgeess is chanoed very little,
The second major companent af the

Loadmaster is the siing seat systam which
allows six differant aft cabin configurations.
Tha sling seating consisis of channel rais
inetalled in the cabin sidewalls and bulkheads
that accept tubes which the sling seats are
mounted upon. The sling seats are similar to
beach type sling chairs in that the seat and
backs are of a carvas type materal and the
slings slide over the wbes similar fo & curtain
over a curtain rod, The seat tubes are siluated
in such a manner that one tube s sligntly
gbove one’s shoulder and the other wbe is just
below one's knees when sested. Long
rectangular pillow cushlons are attached o
the slings by velcro sinps o prowde added
saal padding. The aft cabin sling seats may be
installed in the following configurations:

1. Club - Two aft facing middle adult 3eals
and two forward facing child rear
seats.

2. Couch - One fong (67 lefl side rear
couch behind the pilot zeat with two
adult positions on the couch forward
portion and two children seated on
the aft section of the couch.

3. Standerd configuration seating - Twa
aft cabin forward facing adult seats.

4. Rear facing adult - (Nate: This seating
allows extremely heavy persans to
occupy the aft seats sinca tha aft
facing adult seats are nearly an the
aircraft canter of gravity, therefore the
center of gravity moves aft very little.

5. Cargo configuration - Since the sling
seats consist of only slings, pillows,
and lelescoping ftubas  these
components can quickly be defached
from the aircraft and the rear caban
may ba utilized for bulky cargo, It is
imporiant to realize that the saats
may be rolled up and stored in the
bally pod so no seals are left bahind.

G. Bed - The same components that
make up the sling seating may be
configured to allow a bed that iz +§
long by +46" wide suitable for
sleeping two adults in the aft cabin
without removing the pilot or copilot
seats!!|
As a Leadmaster opacator, you must

reglize that the large long cabin requiras
regponsible loading by the pilol.

(Continued on Page 6)

—



The Exprese LOADMASTER 3200
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This Needs No Introduction
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Ed Bemard Taxiing Qut At Redmond

The Express Line-up The Lenn Brothers




—Sun N' Fun Recap |

Thanks ta the nelp of Srgeess
volumieer builders, Sun W' Fun was a vary
succassful show for ECI. Since returning from
Florida, we have recaivad numarsus orders
fram both existing builders and new builders.
FRuss and Joyoae Porterfield flew down with Jim
Warnar, and Ed Barnard ard Bob Hockatt flew
down together in Ed's Masterpiece. Jovce
teamed-up with Carol (Mike McDanisls much
patter-half] o gussy-up the booth and make
everything run smocthly., e and Julta
Zarstmann flew their recently completed and
painted Exgeess down from Morth Caroling to
be joined later by Martin Jennett, their partner.
The Lind brothers brought ther recently
completed Eygeess down from West Virginia to
make it "five on the line” at Sun M' Fun.
Heartfalt thanks to the efforts put forth by
hese builders. The expressions on the faces
of the Sun W' Fun wisitors were greal o
cbhserve when they loocked oul to see all those

“Ezgeess airplanes lined up and looking

faniastic.

Thanks to all of the bulldars who
stopped by to lend moral support and talk
about the Exgress. Thanks to Jim, Russ, Ed,
Bob, and e for standing-up in that Florda

sun 1o answer all the questions when people
came by 1o view the airplanes.

How many Ergeess planes can we
assemble for Oshkosh??? | know of at least
one maora, Hardy Huber. Are there any more
ouf thiere that we can add to the list?

We have includad some phatas from
Sun N' Fun of the Eggreas airplanes that wera
there. If youwant to sea the color prints, youll
have to come fo Redmond. Don't forget, you
arg always welcome and we really like o have
builders come and check us out,

Art Gallery

Soon we will have an & X 107 ghoto
of avery completed Sxbeess aircraft, framed
and hanging on our office walls. Basidas cur
Cramo Aircraft, thers will bea four, which as far
as we know is more than any other kitplanea
manufaciurer (of 4-place airplanes) has on
1neir walls.

Headliners

if you haven't already seen the

June issue of Kilplanes magazing, you had
better get voursalf a copy. The cover story
featuras Jim Wamers peautiful Sxgress.
Congratulations, Jim, for a well deserved
arficie! Further, the issue also has a langthy
article on Denise Waters' "building
expenence’. The arlicle gave Denise great
coverage and certainly did not hurt us a bit.
You would not beleve the calls and
reguasts for information that we have
received from women since the arlicle aon
Denice appeared. Thank you Dence and
Dick and Jane.

New Video

Tell your friends and neighbora, EDI
finally has itz own video representing the
leadmaster 3200. We have some great shots
over the Cascade mountain range, Smith
Rocke and the Sisters Airport.  What a
picturasque airport!  If you ever come up o
sea us, the little town of Sisters is 8 "must
zea”. We even have one of our Aussie
Buikders in the Video (Peter Novekovic and
nis wife}, they happaned by during filming.

Options Catalog Update

The promised options catalog iz nearing complation, Here are some more items to

-, wiet your appetite until it is releasad.

LANDING LIGHTS WITH PULSE
SPEED BRAKES (ELECTRIC)
CARGO PCD

LOADMASTER OPTION {INCLUDES POD & SEATIMG)

§ 495.00
£2485.00
$1300.00
$2950.00

You would not
believe the
calls and
requests for
information
that we have
received from
women since
the article on
Denice
appeared.

EDI
finally has its

own video
presenting the
Loadmaster
3200.




Tech Talk

(Continued From Page 2)

The long aft cabin must be considered when
loading people or cargo aft of the wing carry thru
structure-prepare a weaight and balance.

Convarsaly, the bally pod makes it somewhat
aasy for a pilol to abuse the forward center of gravity
if only two peaple occupy the front seats and cargo is
carmied inthe cargo pod withowt aft cabin loads - preparne

Many kit planas are very sensitive to center of
gravity positions even with vary small cabins, However,
almost the opposite is frue of the [esdwasfer. The
Loadmaster has a substantial C.G. range. Howaver, the
almost 11° long cabin may be subject to much abuse
when heavy items are ioaded into the aft caben, so the
responsible {eadeesfer pilot will load the forward partion

af the pod fo bring the balance back to within acceptable
C.G. limits.

Recently, one of our factory pilots fiew the

Losdmesfer in a condition well forward of the C.G. limit
and the aircraft iz guite nose heawvy, 50 remember, all
aireraft should be flown within :entteruf gravity limits so
- prepare a weight and balanca!!!

Happoy Building and Flyimg!!

Erpress Design, Tne.

P.0O. Box 609
Redmond, OR 87756

Bar-B-Que [
(Continued From Page [)

the airplane, lcoking over at the Fligntcraft van and its
contants. "You going fo get that gas bar-b-gue inte your
plame”, he asks. "0 yeah”, | tied to say confidently.

The dimensions of that bar-b-gue (boxed and in
disaszembled form), were 32 inches high, 23 inches
wide, and 38 inches long. The boxed bar-b-que weighad
165 pounds. Tao the astonishment of all the anlookers
[and myself as well), | was able to place that bar-b-gue
in the cabin, with the help of some Flightcraft parsannal.

Again | say, "What an girplane”. Try to do that
with any of the other kits on the market, o say nothing
about most of the certified planes around. Do you think
a two-door Ariga could do that? Fat chance!

Coming Next Month
EDI's Plans For
Oshkosh
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